


Generally the center back fold line is also
the straight grain line. To find the center back
fold line, fold the back in half, matching and
pining the yoke seams, armhole seams, and
side seams together.

Again, since shirts have tails and therefore no
obvious crosswise grain reference, you will assume
that the crosswise grain is 90 degrees to the center
back fold line.

As you did on the front, use the underarm point,
as your reference to place the ruler.

On the sleeve, the assumption is that the
center line of the sleeve is the straight of grain,
and the bicep line is the crosswise grain.

Fold the sleeve where it naturally folds—
this fold will fall opposite the underarm seam.
As you can see in this example, the fold veers
off near the cuff. This is because of the pleats
on the sleeve.

Once you establish the center line of the sleeve, use
your square to draft the bicep line for the crosswise
grain. This line is 90 degrees to the fold center line.
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To get the crosswise grainlines, start with the
trouser front. When drafting, it is customary to put the
hem on the crosswise grain. Measure up from the
hem on both inseam and outseam, by the same
amount. | generally use 15”(38cm).

Thread baste the crossgrain, from these marks.

We need another crosswise grain line, higher up
on the trouser. To determine the placement of that
line, lay the ruler so that a crosswise grainline,
intersects the grainline at 90 degrees. It should also
intersect the crotch, as shown. Here is the second
crosswise grainline, marked with thread basting.

To transfer the crosswise grainlines from

front to back, pin through all layers along
the thread basting lines.

Turn the trouser over, and baste the
back crosswise grain line, using the pins
as a guide.
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